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The voting statistics and surveys revealed the deep divides within that
small country – those seeking Independence from the United Kingdom
pitted against those opposed and fearful of the financial repercussions
of separation. Believers in the election process turned out to vote.
They had the right to vote and they acted on that right. The results
came in and the path of Scotland’s future begins anew. Status quo?
The history books will tell the story.
September 18, 2014 will be the latest significant historical record in
Scotland’s voting history, beginning with the year 1707 when Scotland
joined England to form the United Kingdom of Great Britain.
Now, cross the Atlantic Ocean to Pennsylvania, November 2014
elections. Our voters will determine the future of Transportation, Public
Education Funding, Taxation, Energy opportunities and Impacts,
Protection of Water, Air, State Forests, etc., to name but a few. No
small decision at all! No small impact! Our future and quality of life is
literally in the hands of those who speak and their words in the ballot
box. What story will our history books tell about us? Are we, the
League, succeeding at educating the voters by helping them to see the
value of their vote?
One vote really does make a difference -

Susan!
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Monthly Board Meetings
League Board Meetings occur on the third Saturday of the month. ALL members are welcome
and encouraged to bring a friend. Board meetings are a great forum to introduce prospective
members to the positive work of the League.
Next Meeting: October 18
Location: West Chester Borough Hall, 401 East Gay Street, West Chester
Time: 10 AM – noon

Civil Liberties
Jean Goerth
jgoerth@parttimethecat.com
484-359-4159

Marg Perina
610-827-7364

Plan to join us on for TWO meetings in October: Thursday, October 2 and Thursday, October
16 , 2014. Both take place 10 AM to 12 noon in Room 234, West Chester Borough Hall, 401
East Gay Street, parking in rear. We will be preparing for our October 23 presentation. All
LWVCC members are welcome.

First Gun Safety Conversation a Success
Thank you to Sheriff Welsh and Mayor Comitta!
On the evening of September 8, 2014 , the Chester County League had a wonderful opportunity
to provide Kendal residents with a platform for an informational, educational and civilized
discussion of Gun Safety in Chester County. Dynamic panelists Sheriff Carolyn Welsh and
Mayor Carolyn Comitta, moderated by Susan Carty, discussed their roles in public office in the
county. A question and answer session focusing on gun laws in Pennsylvania was followed by a
“call to action” regarding pending legislation designed to promote a hotline safety number for
students, parents, school districts and individuals across Pennsylvania. HB 1801 , currently has
been re-referred to Appropriations on September 24, 2014 . State Representative Margo
Davidson from Delaware County was the original sponsor of this bill. History of this bill can be
found at the following link:
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&typ
e=B&bn=180
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League of Women Voters: Upcoming Events

Chester County LWV Hosts a
Community Discussion on
Campaign Financing Reform
Thursday, October 23, 2014, 10 AM
Crosslands, Kennett Square, William Penn Room, Community Center
1660 East Street Road Kennett Square PA
Discussion topics to include:
What is Campaign Financing?



Financing for federal and state candidates of any party
Provides full disclosure, limits, and contributions

Examine Supreme Court decisions such as Valero vs. Buckley, Citizens United and McCutcheon:



Consequences of corporations and individual contributions without limits or disclosure
Influences of big money on state and federal legislators

Discussion will include what has been done to date and what your community can do.
For more information, contact Jean Goerth
jgoerth@parttimethecat.com
484-359-4159
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The League of Women Voters of
Radnor, Haverford, Chester County,
Lower Merion and Narberth
present
Keystone Exams:
Not Just Another Standardized Test
Tuesday, October 7, 7:00 PM
Radnor Municipal Building, 301 Iven Avenue, Radnor
Event is free and open to public

Panelists include:







PA State Senator Andy Dinniman, 19th District
West Chester Area School District superintendent Dr. James Scanlon
Conestoga High School principal Dr. Amy Meisinger
Lower Merion School District school board member Laurie Actman
Delaware County Intermediate Unit assistant executive director Dr. Ray McFall
Education attorney Josh Kershenbaum

Beginning with the Class of 2017, students must pass Keystone Exams in Algebra, Biology and
Literature in order to receive a diploma. SB 1450, bi-partisan legislation that would allow
districts the option of using Keystone Exams as graduation requirements, is currently on the
Senate “tabled” calendar and it appears that these exams as graduation requirements will
continue to be an issue into the next legislative session.
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Other Upcoming Events of Interest
Chester County Fund for Women and Girls,
in collaboration with Unite for Her,
presents:
Pink Ribbons, Inc., showing at The Colonial Theatre in Phoenixville October 7 th
There will be a reception with refreshments at 6:30 PM, with the movie beginning at 7:30 PM.
Tickets ($11) are available with cash, check or credit card at the Colonial Theatre Box Office.
You can also purchase tickets to the film in advance through the link below.
http://tickets.thecolonialtheatre.com/shows/pink%20ribbons,%20inc_/info.

AAUW Presents: Women in Pennsylvania
Politics
On October 8th at 7:00pm the American Association of University Women (AAUW) will be
hosting a meeting entitled “A Journalist’s View: Women in Pennsylvania Politics”. Guest speaker
will be Amy Worden, political and government reporter for The Philadelphia Inquirer, who will
share her insights about women in Pennsylvania’s political arena. Ms. Worden also writes for
Commonwealth Confidential, a blog which gives updated coverage of the state legislature, the
governor and the workings of the state bureaucracy.
The meeting, which is free and open to the public, will be held at Grove United Methodist
Church, 490 W. Boot Rd, West Chester, and light refreshments will be served. For more
information or directions, call 610-269-4866.
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Civil War Event Honoring the 97th Infantry
Sunday, October 5, 2014

10:30 AM to 2 PM

Marshall Square Park, West Chester

Co-sponsored by West Chester Parks and Recreation and State Senator Andrew Dinniman
Learn about a day in the life of a Civil War soldier and view historical memorabilia
11:45 Civil War Drill Demonstration

Ceremony honoring 97 th Infantry begins at noon
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Education
Toni Keg
akeg@verizon.net
Governor Signs Cigarette Tax Bill to Help Fund Philadelphia Schools
After passage in both the House and Senate, Governor Corbett signed House Bill 1177 into law
on September 24. The bill allows Philadelphia to impose a $2/pack tax on cigarettes to
provide revenue for the school district. While there was bi-partisan support for the legislation,
most agree the tax is not a long-term solution for funding city schools.
For more:
http://watchdog.org/173048/philadelphia-cigarette-tax/
http://www.phillymag.com/news/2014/09/29/bill-approved-cigarette-tax-guarantees-charterschools-philadelphia/
Another Push for PlanCon and School Safety Hotline
On September 23, Senator Corman’s Senate Bill 1281, legislation that would give school
districts options to make up school days due to weather emergencies, left the House amended
with language from the following already-approved House bills:



House Bill 1411 (Christiana) creates the SchoolWATCH website, which makes public the
finances of districts, cyber charter, charter and technical schools
House Bill 2124 (Grove) reforms the current PlanCon process (school construction
reimbursement system)

And on an encouraging note, the language from the above-mentioned House Bill 1801
(Davidson) allowing for the Office of Safe Schools to develop a hotline to report dangerous
school situations, is included in Senate Bill 1281. The amended version of Senate Bill 1281 is
now in the Senate Rules Committee.
Chesco Court of Common Pleas to Consider Regional School Board Election
On October 3, the Chester County Court of Common Pleas will consider proposed voting
changes for West Chester Area School District (WCASD) school board seats. The plan was
approved by the WCASD school board in July. The proposal would create three voter regions
instead of the current “at large” system.
If approved by the Court, the new plan could be in place for 2015 primary and general
elections, making WCASD the tenth school district in Chester County with regional school
board elections.
http://home.wcasd.net/pages/West_Chester_Area_SD/News/Court_date_set_for_approaval_o
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Environmental & Conservation Issues
Alma Forsyth
jalkforsyth@verizon.net
610-388-1361
Analysis of House Bill 1565 provided by:
Clean Water Action, Delaware River Keeper Network, Sierra Club
House bill 1565 stipulates the following:



Riparian buffers are no longer required for special protection streams
Riparian buffers are declared as optional in a series of Best Management Practices
(BMP) for all streams

150 ft. vegetated riparian buffers – as currently required for High Quality and Exceptional Value Streams
under Chapter 102 of the Clean Streams Law – offer benefits that other BMPs do not:






Vegetation prevents erosion and stream downcutting that itself can become a source of
pollution and degradation for a stream;
Vegetated buffers provide the necessary level of sharing to protect streams from thermal
pollution;
Vegetated buffers support the instream aquatic ecosystem that can break down and remove
pollution from a waterway, provides a holding area for high flood waters so it protects
downstream communities, while offering a place for waters to be absorbed and infiltrate
thereby reducing flood peaks, and ensuring structures are not built so close to the stream that
they can become the subject of damaging floodwaters;
Allowing development too close to a stream is not just a source of pollution but it removes the
healthy ecological structure necessary to support the streams.

Miller Amendment (9397)




Allows the developer the chance to pick other best management options
Projects in special protection watersheds have to offset any reduction in the buffer with an
additional buffer elsewhere in the same drainage basin.
The amendment offers too many loopholes and fails to fulfill proper protections.

Clean Water Action, Sierra Club, and Delaware Riverkeeper Network urge Legislators to VOTE NO on
House Bill 1565 and the accompanying Miller Amendment.
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PennEnvironment Action on House Bill 1565 by:
David Masur, PennEnvironment Director
The Pennsylvania Senate may vote soon on legislation to weaken or even eliminate protections for
Pennsylvania’s cleanest streams. New legislation would remove the buffers that protect our most
precious waterways.
House Bill 1565 would severely weaken, and in some cases completely eliminate the buffer zones that
surround high quality and exceptional value streams – leaving them vulnerable to pollution. These
waterways are some of our most critical waterways that the Department of Environment Protection has
determined need strong protections. But, it’s also why developers are pushing so hard for the
legislation. Their lobbyist ran a full court press in the last week to ensure the House of Representatives
passed the bill. And now the Senate is the last step before Gov. Corbett’s desk.
Don’t let big developers get away with this attack on our streams. Tell your state Senator to protect
our waterways by rejecting this bill.

Fundraising
Cheryl Knoell
caknoell@gmail.com
610-430-1444
September “Celebrate the Right to Vote” Event a Success
Our September 6 event was a huge success thanks to the hard work of many League
volunteers!
Those in attendance were treated to the inspiring words of Susan B. Anthony, performances by
a talented group of local actresses and songs from West Chester University’s Grace Notes
singers. Mayor Comitta was in attendance and Sheriff Bunny Welsh shared a K-9
demonstration - by a female “deputy dog” - with the crowd.
Check out the Daily Local coverage at: http://www.dailylocal.com/generalnews/20140907/league-of-women-voters-celebrate-right-to-vote

LWVCC invites small businesses to post business cards on our website and newsletter. We
will show them each month for a year for the nominal donation of $50. For a quarter-page ad
the fee is $90; and for a half-page $175. Cards can be mailed to LWVCC at 1442 Pottstown
Pike, #238, West Chester 19380. We look forward to hearing from you.
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Voter Services
Mary Lou Dondero
610-692-3299
September was a busy month for the League with visits to all the county libraries, Exton Square
Mall and other community activities. Many thanks to all the dedicated League members who
made this outreach possible!

Chester County Libraries
Atglen Public Library

Suzanne Lamborn

Avon Grove Public Library

Carol Lorah Bland and Charlotte Gosselink

Bayard Taylor Memorial Library

Carol Bossert and Susanna Davison

Chester County Library Exton

Barbara DeWilde

Chester Springs Library

Marg Perina

Coatesville Area Public Library

Adele McLennan

Downingtown Library

Pat Miles

Easttown Library & Information Center

Joan Bergquist

Henrietta Hankin Branch of Chester
County Library

John and Yvonne Peiffer

Honey Brook Community Library

Karen Gorgonzola

Malvern Public Library

Michele Howard

Oxford Public Library

Steve Roberts

Paoli Library

Geri Joseph

Parkesburg Free Library

Adele McLennan

Phoenixville Public Library

P.J. Zalewski

Spring City Public Library

Susan Leasure

Tredyffrin Public Library

Margaret Dalesandro

West Chester Public Library

Peggy Pillard
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Other Sites
Golden Living Center – Phoenixville

Susan Leasure

Exton Square Mall

Kim Rossi, Barbara Nicholson, Susan Norris
Juliann Novitsky and Ann Duerr (AAUW)

Ebenezer Church
Women’s Empowerment Seminar

Jennifer Levy-Tatum

October Events
The League will sponsor a candidates’ debate for the new 74 th Legislative District of the
Pennsylvania House. The debate with candidates Harry Lewis and Josh Maxwell will take place
on Sunday, October 12, at the Caln Township Building from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. The Caln
Township Building is located at 253 Municipal Drive in Thorndale, a right turn from G.O. Carlson
Boulevard.
Shopping passes are still available for the Boscov’s “Friends Helping Friends” Day on October
21. Please give me a call if you would like to participate.

2014 PA Elections: Important Dates
Last day to register before November election: October 6
Last day to apply for a civilian absentee ballot: October 28
Last day for County Board of Election to receive voted civilian absentee ballots: October
31
GENERAL ELECTION: November 4
First Day to REGISTER after November election: November 5
Last day for County Board of Elections to receive voted military and overseas absentee
ballots, postmarked no later than November 3: November 12

11

Let’s Talk!
Pat Horrocks
phorrocks@verizon.net
Thanks to League Member Pat Horrocks for her suggestion to initiate a VOTER “column of
response” where members can submit topics in hopes of soliciting feedback from readers.
Here is Pat’s submission for this month:
In 1915 to protest all war, 3,000 women meet in Washington, DC in January and formed the
Woman's Peace Party, chaired by Jane Addams. Other founding members include Carrie
Chapman Catt, Florence Kelly and Emily Greene Balch. Crying, "Listen to women for a change,"
the group soon gains 40,000 members. War should not be a perpetual condition of the world.
Where are the women of today to insist we are heeded and listened to?
Please respond directly to Pat with your thoughts!
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Have you sent your 2014-15 dues in yet?

JOIN or RENEW YOUR LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
MEMBERSHIP
http://lwvccpa.org/join-us/
Thank you for renewing your membership and supporting the League for another year.

LWVCC Annual Membership

$65

(make checks out to LWVCC or pay online)
nd

(2 and 3rd person in same household $32.50)
Student Membership

$20

League Tax-Deductible Contributions – LWVCC Education Fund
(make checks out to LWVCC ED FUND)

(Amount of your choice. Donate IN HONOR OF or IN MEMORY OF someone special.)

PAY ONLINE or MAIL YOUR CHECKS TO OUR NEW ADDRESS:
LWVCC
1442 Pottstown Pike, #238
West Chester, PA 19380
Thank you for including the following information with your checks.
(For gift memberships – include name and address of recipient.)

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________ZipCode_____________________
Township_________________________________________ Email Address_________________________________
Telephone_____________________________________ Issue of Interest__________________________________
New Membership__________ Renew____________ Gift Membership_____________Amount ___________________
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Social Media
Deb Gallek
debra@lwvccpa.org
Keep up to date with the League! Sign up for updates at: www.lwvccpa.org
Connect with us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/LWVofChesterCounty

A monthly Update from the Water Resources Education Network
a project of the League of Women Voters of PA - Citizen Education Fund

http://wren.palwv.org/wren/index.html

Want a BIGGER

PICTURE of the League?

Check out the State and National sites at:
League of Women Voters of PA: www.palwv.org 717-234-1576
League of Women Voters United States: www.lwv.org 202-429-1965
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Thanks!
…to our committee chairs and members for the reports, summaries, announcements and
comments submitted to the VOTER. We hope to hear from even more of you in the upcoming
months. Please send your submissions and any/all comments and suggestions to VOTER Editor
Toni Keg, akeg@verizon.net.
…to the individuals/businesses supporting the VOTER through monthly advertisements.

DISCLAIMER – The League of Women Voters never supports or opposes candidates running
for office or political parties. Any use of the League of Women Voters’ name in campaign
advertising or literature has not been authorized by the League.
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