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AAUW West Chester-Chester County Branch meeting:
Wednesday, January 12th, 2022
7:00 p.m. - ZOOM meeting
Lisa Polen, IMAGEN Project Manager
“Reclaiming Matrilinear Traditions and
Building a New Generation of Indigenous Girl Societies
on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota”
IMAGEN, a program of the Population Council, stands for “Indigenous Adolescent Girls
Empowerment Network,” uses a girl-centered approach to strengthen social support for Native girls by
reclaiming matrilineal traditions and establishing neighborhood-level “Girl Societies.” IMAGEN
trains and supports local organizations in recruiting local women to act as members for each Girl
Society, strengthening community ties and enhancing girls’ resilience.
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Letter from the President
“The future belongs to those who believe in the
beauty of their dreams.” — Eleanor Roosevelt
Happy New Year to our amazing AAUW branch
members who surely have many more beautiful
dreams in their future. The very mission of our
organization is a beautiful dream. Most
specifically, I am thinking of our Gateway to
Equity Award. Members of our branch had a
beautiful dream of supporting a local organization
whose mission responds to the needs of women.
As a result, each year, we identify a group that can
benefit from our support. The generosity you have
shown this year for Home of the Sparrow is
overwhelming. Please see Mimi Jones’s article
detailing all your contributions to date and giving
hints as to upcoming events for the spring.
Soon it will be time to select a Gateway to Equity
organization for 2022-2023. Please be thinking
about groups who might be appropriate nominees.
As the year flies by, we have more exciting and
stimulating programs including the presentation on

January 12th by Lisa Polen, project manager of
IMAGEN, who will speak to us on the topic of
Reclaiming Matrilineal Traditions and Building a
New Generation of Indigenous Girl Societies on
the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. We
will be meeting via ZOOM to accommodate that
Lisa does not live locally and potential weather
challenges.
Soon we will begin to plan our February meeting
which is traditionally a pot-luck brunch at Grove
Methodist. I will be sending out a brief survey
shortly to gauge members’ comfort with this type
of indoor event. We will also begin the process of
nominations for next year’s officers, so I would
ask you to consider stepping up to help with the
running of this amazing organization in which
women are encouraged to dream and support
“beautiful dreams” as we roll into the future.
Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2022!
-- Janet Kane

Home of the Sparrow: Good News
We have had a most successful year supporting
our Gateway to Equity choice, The Home of the
Sparrow. Many thanks to our generous branch
members who have made this possible. We and
The Home of the Sparrow are so grateful.
We are happy to report that our members donated
41 beautiful new winter jackets for the women and
children at the shelter in September. In October,
many of us had a wonderful time at the Home of
the Sparrow’s fund-raising fashion show at the
Desmond Hotel. We enjoyed a delicious meal and
a parade of lovely models including our own
Sandra Harrelson dressed in stunning clothes.
Over $45,000 was raised for families at the show.

all sorts of paper and other products as well as gift
cards to the Home of the Sparrow.

As Thanksgiving Day approached, our members
donated part of the 85 Thanksgiving dinners sent
to families in need. In addition, many frozen
turkeys were delivered by our members to The
Chester County Food Bank for The Home of the
Sparrow. Giving Tuesday, at the end of
November, was a day concentrating on donations
of “white goods,” and we delivered a car-load of

Meghan Irvine, the Volunteer Coordinator at the
Home of the Sparrow, and her helpers are so
grateful for all that our branch members do, and
they send their sincere thanks. The new year will
have many opportunities for our branch to help,
including a spring gala and the McKee Golf
Classic. We look forward to it all. Many thanks
again to our wonderful branch members! -- Eva
Kaufmann, Peggy Staarman and Mimi Jones

Finally, in December, we had our holiday branch
event at Longwood Gardens and enjoyed the
spectacular lights around the garden and the lovely
flowers in the conservatory. Our members, though,
did not forget others and donated gift cards for the
women and children at The Home of the Sparrow
that totaled nearly $800.00. This was
extraordinarily generous of our wonderful
members, and we are delighted that we were able
to help so many women and children at the shelter
with food and gifts for the holiday.
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Holiday Gathering at Longwood

Members congregated at the Beer Garden at Longwood
Gardens on the evening of December 8 to exchange holiday
greetings, then dispersed to enjoy the lights and seasonal
decorations of Longwood. Group photo by Chuck Babbitt.
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Laundromat Library League

-- Mary Smith
We have some BIG NEWS to share with you...
GETT 2022 will be an in-person event!
Saturday, April 30, 2022, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00p.m. at
the Technical College High School, Brandywine
Campus, Downingtown.
The crowd size may be smaller, but we are still
planning a BIG experience for the girls to explore!
Please contact Mary Smith at
pangea49@comcast.net if you would like to help
with:
• Expo Outreach – Have a great idea for a
company or organization to join the Expo?
•

•

Event Sponsor Outreach – With fewer
events happening right now, companies are
looking for opportunities to show support for
community events – let’s bring them to
GETT!
Event Day Volunteers – As you know, it
takes lots of volunteers on event day to make
GETT the amazing experience it is – we
hope everyone can be there to bring GETT
back to a LIVE EVENT!

More details to come, we wanted to share the news
with you first! A public announcement will be made
shortly so… GETT ready! (cue the “GETT” puns
☺)

-- Arlene Rengert
I thought you might like to know that we have
regained almost all of the sites that distributed
children's books in pre-pandemic times: we have
270 active sites and 27 that are pending. ("Pending"
usually means we are awaiting confirmation that
books have been placed at the site, but that we have
owner permission and a steward.) If all of the
pending materialize, we will have 297 sites! We
have knowledge of only 5 that have suspended, one
due to fire and the others because of COVID fears.
Roughly half of the sites are in Pennsylvania and
New Jersey, and the other half in 30 other states. In
some cases local volunteers are receiving donated
books there, but in most cases we deliver or mail at
least the initial sets of books to them. Each starter
set is 60 books over the toddler-to-teen
range. Thanks to monetary donations we are able to
increasingly include books in Spanish and/or with
multicultural content. We have busy, thorough
teacher volunteers who find sources for these books,
usually new, for under $2 each.
Our list of documented volunteers and supporters
has risen to 783, and we suspect that number is
actually higher since, for example, only one family
may be on our list whereas several participate in (for
example) organizing a book drive. It is exciting to
see how enthusiastically so many of you have
embraced the opportunity to get books into the
hands of children that need them!
We did miss participating in "giving Tuesday" last
month, but we hope that some of you will remember
the LLL if you participate in New Year
benevolences. We acknowledge all monetary
donations for tax purposes, and all donated monies
are used to purchase much needed books that rarely
come to us via used book donations: books in
Spanish or bilingual, books with minority cultural
content, and books for the very young. You can
donate with a credit card via the 'donate' button on
www.laundromatlibraryleague.org, or if you prefer
to mail a check contact me.
Want to help the LLL in a non-monetary way? Tell
a friend, 'recruit' and steward a laundromat, or just
visit our Facebook page and 'share' or comment on
some pages to keep the page in circulation.
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AAUW Mission Statement:
To advance gender equity for women and girls through research,
education, and advocacy. Our Chapter – 2021-2022:
Toni Gorkin
484-868-1872

Newsletter Editor
tgorkin@gmail.com

Newsletter email

tgorkin@gmail.com

Janet Kane

610-399-1149
Deb Liczwek

610-368-1360
Jean Speiser
610-738-3363
Beryl Goldman

610-742-6415

Branch Co-President

jfentonkane@gmail.com
Branch Co-President
LICZWEK@gmail.com
Co-Vice President for Program
jeansp@gmail.com
Co-Vice President for Program
berdav@verizon.net

Newsletter
The newsletter is published by the first of each
month. The deadline for submissions is the 10th
of the month to ensure the issue can be
distributed on the first of the next month. Please
send emails to tgorkin@gmail.com -- note use
this email address. Thank you to everyone who
contributes to these issues; it can’t be done
without you! – Toni Gorkin

Facebook Page
Don’t forget to check our Facebook Page. It's
AAUW Chester County PA. Thank you to Alice
Lenthe for running it.

Website
Trish Alfano
610-324-8692

Membership Co-Vice President

Kim Glavin
484-354-9681

Membership Co-Vice President

Carol Haaf
610-793-5086
Patricia Schultz
610-436-9752
Susan DeGeorge

Recording Secretary
carolahaaf@verizon.net

Check it out at wccc-pa.aauw.net. Also, a
reminder: The website and Facebook page are
most effective if they have up-to-date information.
It is our public face. If you are sending Toni
Gorkin pictures for the newsletter, make sure to
copy them to Sandy Alexander at
frau.salexander@gmail.com and Alice Lenthe at
alicelenthe@gmail.com. Sometimes a picture is
worth a thousand words!

Corresponding Secretary

Board Meeting

BA1004@comcast.net

kimglavin@comcast.net

pls@patriciaschultz.com
Financial Officer

suzydegeorge@yahoo.com
Branch Website

The JANUARY AAUW board meeting will be
held on Wednesday, January 5, 2022, at 7:00 via
ZOOM. All members are welcome to attend.

wccc-pa.aauw.net

Special Interest Groups
Note: emerging concerns with the Delta variant of the
Covid-19 Coronavirus is impacting plans for some interest
groups to meet in person. See specific notes below and be
sure to stay in contact with your group leader and watch
emails for last minute changes.

Women's Social Bridge
The Bridge group is now playing on the 3rd
Friday of the month. We will be
meeting in person or playing on
BridgeBase Online. Decisions will
be made on a month-to-month

basis based on group preferences. We start at
10:00 a.m. Anyone interested in joining us
should contact Sandy Alexander contact Sandy
Alexander at frau.salexander@gmail.com.

5|Page

Couples Bridge
A chair is needed. Please contact one of the
presidents if interested.

Mah Jongg
Mah Jongg is meeting online on the 1st
Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM and on the
3rd Thursday at 7:00 PM Contact is Kim Glavin
at kimglavin@comcast.net

FIG (Food Interest Group)
Food Interest Group (FIG) explores new foods
through thematically planned potlucks or at a
local restaurant. Partners and singles welcome
Will resume monthly as COVID situation
permits. Contact: Donna Eaves, FIG chair, at
610-692-5277 or deaves@live.com.

Book Groups:

published on the Branch web page. The group
will meet on January 4 at 1:00 PM by Zoom to
discuss The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna,
Gene Editing, and the Future of the Human
Race by Walter Isaacson.
Contact: carolahaaf@verizon.net.

TIG (Travel Interest Group)
Travel Interest Group (TIG) explores interesting
regional sites and events via day trips. Monthly
trips TBA as plans are made, possibly resuming
in October, depending on Covid conditions.
Contacts are: Sandy Alexander
(frau.salexander@gmail.com), Mary Marco
(Mary.m.marco@gmail.com), or Jane
McDowell (jlmcdowell@gmail.com).

Walkers Group

AAUW branches are known for their book groups,
and membership in a group often encourages
continuing membership. The West Chester-Chester
County Branch currently has three book discussion
groups meeting in the day and one in the evening at
different times of the month.

LIT I: Daytime Literature Group
Fiction & Nonfiction Lit I Book Group meets at
1:00 pm on the third Monday of the month via
Zoom. The list of books is published on the
Branch web page. We are reading Libertie by
Katlyn Greenidge for our meeting on January
17, 2022, at 1:00 on Zoom. Please join us for a
lively discussion. Pat will send a notice with the
link.
Contact: Patricia Schultz,
pls@patriciaschultz.com, 610-436-9752

LIT II: Evening Literature Fiction &
Nonfiction Book Group

The Walkers Group meets on Tuesdays at 9:00
a.m. sharp at the address below. Contact: Phyllis
Dunn at dunn.phyllis@gmail.com

Stitchers Group
We’re changing the schedule to meet every
Thursday starting January 6, 2022! This will
give us all something to look forward to this
winter. Finish something you’ve been wanting
to work on or start a new project. Contact
Patricia Schultz at 610-322-0514 or
pls@patriciaschultz.com

We usually meet on the third Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 p.m. We will meet on January
19, 2022, on Zoom, at 7:00 p.m. The book will
be Caste, by Isabel Wilkerson. Dot von Gerbig
is the discussion leader. Contact: Carol
Zabriskie, nowaycjz@gmail.com.

LIT III: Daytime Fiction & Nonfiction
Book Group
This group meets on the first Tuesday of every
month at 1:00 PM. The list of books is
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Great Decisions
The group meets at the West Chester Diner from
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. on selected (2nd or 4th)
Mondays; contact: Beatriz Wee at
beatrizti12@gmail.com.
"Great Decisions is America's largest discussion
program on world affairs. The program model
involves (1) reading the Great
Decisions Briefing Book (sold annually by
the Foreign Policy Association), and (2) meeting
to discuss the most critical global issues facing
America today."

published. For illustration purpose, the 2021
book topics are:
• Global Supply Chains and National
Security
• Persian Gulf Security Issues
• Brexit and the European Union
• Struggles Over the Melting Arctic
• China’s Role in Africa
• The Korean Peninsula
• Roles of International Organizations in a
Global Pandemic
• The End of Globalization?

Our group is still discussing the 2020 book
topics and will skip to the 2022 book when it is
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119 Llandovery Drive, Exton, PA 19341.

January 2022 Newsletter
IMAGEN: Reclaiming Matrilinear Traditions and
Building a New Generation of Indigenous Girl Societies
wccc-pa.aauw.net

AAUW Mission Statement
The AAUW advances equity for women and girls through research, education, and advocacy.
AAUW Vision Statement
AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy,
and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
AAUW West Chester – Chester County Branch Vision Statement
The West Chester-Chester County Branch will
▪ Actively recruit members who support Association goals.
▪ Nurture these members through active Interest Groups, through monthly meetings with
intellectual and social merit, and through member support.
▪ Sponsor at least one project per year with volunteers and with funds to promote Association
and branch goals.
▪ Sponsor at least one local scholarship per year for a nontraditional student
▪ Support programs for training and self-development of branch members to promote
Association goals.
▪ Raise funds through community projects and member gifts to support Association goals.
**********
Since its first meeting in 1881, AAUW has been a catalyst for change. Today, with more than 100,000
members, 1,000 branches, and 500 college and university partners, AAUW contributes to a more promising
future and provides a powerful voice for women and girls—a voice that cannot and will not be ignored.
www.aauw.org www.aauwpa.org wccc-pa.aauw.net
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